Out of a recent CVI consensus: some features of a basic statement.
In March 1997 at the Abbaye des Vaux de Cernay, France, a multidisciplinary meeting of venous specialists, to do guidelines on venous management was held. Subsequently the faculty members revised the document and a consensus statement was published in Circulation, in November 2000, based on wide-ranging and authoritative research into the investigation of chronic venous insufficiency (CVI). The statement gives information on the epidemiology and pathophysiology of CVI including the changes in the major veins as well as in the microcirculation and the associated hematological changes. It sets out the methods used for morphologic and hemodynamic investigations into venous disease and for the study of the microcirculation stating their usefulness and limitations, and indicating their place in clinical practice and research. A section deals also with the rare venous malformations. It concludes with an application of the methods in the investigation on CVI based on the CEAP classification that gives a uniform way of reporting venous disorders. The document is intended both for the clinician and the researcher. A shortened version appears below.